
CONFIDENTIAL 

!·lr. Jei....crt Lynn 
7ne J.r.:2.C01~ Ca'i;.xmy 
L'raniu::1 Divisio.'l 
p .0. :uo-...c 6~d 
Grar1ts: :r;ert.· Hexico S7 02G 

Dear Hr. Lynn; 

\ I 

NOV 1 3 1978 

The O:::toLer 21 • 197 b, .Mine U;a;dnation :iWp:>rt ::Y:lde l:.-y DS:....S e<r$es l:lC 

S::(";;e oo:-c£:rn, as it lloes Hr. D.:Ue c. Jones of llf.oo.S. Ill recent dis­
c.JSsiv:l.S Y.litb Br. Basockt at the Gavi.lzm Mesa site, I "'-as i.Ufon~e.:i .. ~· 
L·klt tht: overlJ;.lr-uen rESOVa.i frau t11e stripping oper.:1tion \>~C be usGd 
tu fill the pit dire::tly rDrth of tl1e :·~...3ii. 'A rrap attac!Je.i to th;l 
~~rt sf'~"S t.'1at :;.J 17, 23, 27, 32 1 37 an:! 4:, an:, :44 ft...~t, r.i)t tc be 
filic.:.c·1. ,_·, 

I ~u strorJ;-ly O,?';cse:l tot~ cr.:n.'fE.'1)''s a.::>-Jon on its pl.3:r..r.o.l 'reclwation 
i;l"'-"'J!'.:L:: • I ;,.Q;J],t.!. like an e:...rpla.:.at~ on l"Pt: the co::cr.a.,""Y -~a..:s to re­
cl;::;.i"~ tlus are-:1. 

..;x;. i brd:;.;'!uo , }ci:JsE!S & Dun:~ 
Richard sellfter 
~inter .• dt:r..t, Sl·A 

/cocil l\.1Y..Arus, So .... ~ctary 
of the Inb::rior 

Sir.c<:rcly I 

Original Signed 

Flcr.J-"d R. Corroo 
~~~,~~= 

J 

' ' "" ., 3 ~~ 19/8 I~ ..._,._ ______ _/! 

OFFICE OF 
~ONSERVATION MANAGt=",: 

r-::JIT,... · · .... .-,...0 ., 

DEC 0 5 1978 

U.S. GEOlOGICAL SUR\'E'r 
J.\LBlJQUERQUf., NEW MEXIC 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

Conservation Division 
P. o. Box 26124 

Albuquerque~ New !~ico 87125 

November 7, 1978 

11r. J. R. Anderson 
Superintendent of Underground Operations 
The Anaconda Company 
New Mexico Operations, Uranium Division 
P. 0. Box 638 
Grants, New 11exico 87020 

Dear }!r. Anderson: 

We are being questioned more frequently about percentage extraction, 
or mining recovery, in the uranium mines under our jurisdiction. 
We.now believe that verification of the commonly quoted recovery 
factors is necessary, and we are therefore requesting mining 
recovery calculations and supporting data from all producing lessees. 

At the present time, our above request applies only to your P-7 and 
P-10 underground mining operations. I assume that mining recovery 
factors are calculated for the individual stopes in these mining 
areas, and I understand that several factors may be calculated for 
eaCh stope depending on the type of ore reserves used in the 
computations (e.g. reserves from surface drilling versus those 
from underground longhole drilling). Because of this, I would 
greatly appreciate receiving a concise but complete description of 
the various Tecovery factors calculated and the methods of computation. 
SuCh a description would enable me to more clearly define the 
information that I wUl need, and it could also avoid my requesting 
unnecessary information. 

I realize that our request may necessarily involve proprietary 
information and/or data and that compliance with the request may 
require authorization from your superiors. I would be very pleased 
to discuss any problems regarding such information or authorizations 
as well as any other questions you may have about the request. Hy 
telephone number is 766-2841. 

Thank you very much for your time and cooperation. 

cc: Chrono 
1t'i1a 

Sincerely yours, 

(ORIG. SGD.) or,LE C. JONES 

Dale c. Jones 
Mining Engineer 
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United States Department of the Interior 

Memorandum 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

Conservation Division 
P. 0. Box 26124 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87125 

November 2, 1978 

Files, Pueblo of Laguna Uranium Lease No. 4 

Mining Engineer, SRMA 

Excessive surface disturbance from exploration 
drilling operations on Black Mesa, Lease No. 4, 
The Anaconda Company 

October 27, 1978, I met Mr. Ike Peacock of Anaconda who 
expressed concern about the construction of drilling sites 
on Black Mesa. According to Mr. Peacock, the construction 
of drilling sites and access roads is resulting in excessive 
surface disturbance despite Anaconda's repeated warnings 
to the responsible contractor to correct the operations. 
Mr. Peacock requested that I accompany him on an inspection 
of the drilling sites. 

I accompanied Mr. Peacock and Mr. Don Earnest to several 
of the drilling sites on Black Mesa and found that excessive 
surface disturbance is occurring as reported. Most of the 
drilling sites are larger than necessary, and unnecessary 
access roads are being constructed. Excessive blading 
accompanies the construction of both sites and roads. I 
explained to Mr. Peacock and Mr. Earnest that I could order 
Anaconda to correct these problems, but it was Anaconda's 
responsibility to correct the contractor's actions. Mr. 
Earnest stated that Anaconda had given the contractor a 
written, 30-day notice to correct his actions or the 
contract would be cancelled; therefore, he preferred that 
I not issue such an order, and I agreed. However, Mr. Earnest 
also noted that the contractor was a Laguna Indian enterprise 
and that cancellation of the contract could be difficult. 
If necessary, Anaconda would request that such an order be 
issued in support of contract cancellation. I advised Mr. 

unJeacock and Mr. Earnest that I would re-inspect the operations 
~~ issue an appropriate order upon their request. 
~ ~ 

~ ~ aA-1-E 0 vc8'----~ ~ ~ 
rp. ~ le c. Jones 

'?'76-191!0 e Mining Engineer 
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ANACONDA A) 
O:::tober 3, 1978 

r.;:- {-J ~..., '1 '- /' -c~ , -, 

"-'=~~'l!l 
OCT 0 5 1978 i[ H lid) 'Ihe Honorable Floyd R. Correa 

Governor, Pueblo of laguna 
P. 0. Box 194 
laguna, New Mexico 87026 

U S. GEOlOGICAL SURVEY 
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICl: 

Dear Governor Correa: 

I have delaye::l in replying to your July 7 inquiry in order to acCLIITU.l­
late infonnation. Please excuse II'!Y tardiness. 

Your letter mainly deals with allegations by the Union representatives 
during the May 1978 strike. It is a norrna.l thing for the Union bargaining unit 
to make canpletely unfounde::l or exaggerate::l allegations during a labor dispute. 
It is part of the negotiating proce::lure. We feel that the allegations were ca:n­
pletely unfounded and exagerated in this case. 

Our records at mid-SeptEmber, 1978 shav that 49% of salaried and 77% 
of hourly errployees at the mine are Indian, for an overall total Indian errploy­
rnent of 73%. 'Ihese jobs are broken davn as follCMs: 

MINE PAYroLL 

Total Personnel 
Indian Personnel* 
Percentage 

SALARIED 

109 
53 
49% 

HOORLY 

590 
456 

77% 

OVERALL 

699 
509 

73% 

The breakdavn of Indian personnel at the mine by job catago:ry is as 
follavs: 

TOI'AL 
CLASSIFICATION EMPIDYEFS INDIAN* 

Managers (De:partrrent Heads, SUpervisors, Foremen, etc.) 54 
Professionals (Safety Assistants, Engineers, etc.) 20 
Technicians (Draftsment, Sa:rrplers, etc. ) 9 
Office & Clerical (Secretaries, Clerks, etc.) 10 
Craftsmen (Pay Grades 11 through 13) 223 
c:peratives (Pay Grades 5 through 10) 316 
laborers (Pay Grades 3 and 4) 45 
Service Workers (Pay Grades 1 and 2) 22 

25 
2 
3 

10 
139 
266 

44 
20 

* IX:>es not incluc1e rrernber in-laws, of other than Indian background. 

% 

46% 
10% 
33% 

100% 
62% 
84% 
98% 
90% 

he Anaconda Company 

CONFIDENTIAL 
New Mexico Operations Mineral Resources Group P.O. Box 638 Grants, New Mexico 87020 505/87€ 
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Honorable Floyd R. Correa 
Governor, Pueblo of laguna 

-2- C:Ctober 3, 1978 

'Ihis infonnation and the breakdown is cc:.npiled for use in reporting 
to the Federal goverrurent. 

Enclosed for your infonnation are copies of yearly reports to the 
Federal government for 1971 through 1977, shONing the breakdown by job and 
employee category. 'Ihe percentage marked in red is the total Indian employ­
rrent for the mine and mill. 

In response to your question on the stripping contractor, James 
Hamil ton Construction Company is a general contractor who engages in other 
projects not related to the Laguna operation, hONever, ·the bulk of his equip­
rrent is corrmitted to laguna. His Federal Errployrnent Reports (copies enclosed) 
do rot separate employees as to job location, but he does have approximately 
50% Indians employed in his laguna operation. Enclosed are copies of weekly 
summaries Hamilton submits to us showing percentages and classifications of 
Indian personnel. At September 10, there were 8 laborers, 36 end-dtliTp drivers, 
7 operators, 1 salaried, 2 xrechanics/welders, 1 oiler, 5 loader operators and 
3 helpers--representing 53.8% of the work force as being Indian. 

In addition to Hamilton Construction Cbmpany, there are several other 
outside contractors doing work for Anaconda on the Reservation. 'Ihey are Hunt 
& Sons Trucking Corrpany, who has the water hauling contracts, the catering 
service and who does drillsite preparation; Marrron Engineering Surveys, who does 
contract surveying in the pit; Olivas Trucking Corrpany, as ore haulers to the 
Sohio mill; and various contract drilling corrpanies working with our Geology 
Departrrent from tirre to tirre. 'Ihere are currently 63 employees of these com­
panies working on the Reservation and 46 of these employees are Indian, or 
about 73%. 

We have not been up to, full working strength at the mine because of 
a lack of ·rndian applicants. We have the inpression that we have pretty well 
exhausted the labor supply available from the laguna Pueblo. We would hope to 
interest rrore female Indians to take employrrent with us. We are very aware of 
our carrnit::rrent to the Pueblo on preferential employrrent of Indians and this 
awareness is rrade evident to our contractors. 

You inquired as to certifying operators of equi:pnent. We will irrple­
rrent such a program. We are currently devising a plan of certification and 
will advise you when we have a program ready to be activated. We will atterrpt 
to have Hamilton Construction Ccmpany also supply certification of operators. 

Although you did not inquire in your July 7 letter, we would like to 
advise you that we have recently hired a qualified Underground Mine Training 
Instructor. His rrain job, at first, will be to detail an underground training 
program and, when it is cc:.nplete, we will infonn you of its contents and will 
ask for your comnents as we indicated we would sorre rronths ago. 

CONFIDENTIAL POL-EPA01-0006570 



Honorable Floyd R. Correa 
Governor, Pueblo of Laguna 

-3- CX::tober 3, 1978 

Regarding your CO!Tf[')2I1ts on employees attending Pueblo Col.lllcil meet­
ings, the Corrpany :p::>licy for salaried employees is that the employee will be 
excused with no "docking" of pay. 'Ihe :p::>licy for hourly employees is that 
there can be an excused absence but not with pay. 'Ihe Corrpany attenpts, when 
:p::>ssible, to have these employees work on their regularly scheduled day off 
to make up the time 1 if the employee so desires. 

It is 1"!¥ .irrpression that we are corrplying with your request to re­
lease an errployee on short notice, but we ask that the employee notify us in 
each case when he is unable to attend the scheduled work period. 'Ihere has 
to be a certain amJl.lllt of diligence on the part of the employee in attending 
to his work responsibility. If this is not the case it is difficult, if not 
irrpossible, for the Co.rrpany to schedule work properly. 

If you have further questions on any of these matters, please let me 
knON. You will always find me ready to discuss any matter with you regarding 
our operations on your Reservation. 

RDL/jms 
Encls. 

R.D. LYNN 
General Manager 

cc: Superintendent, Southern Pueblos Agency 

vA:ea Mining Supervisor, U. ~. Geological Survey 

CONFIDENTIAL POL-EPA01-0006571 



CONFIDENTIAL 

P. 0. Box 26124 
Albuquerque, Nei~ ?.4.exico 87125 

June 26, 1978 

Mr. Ernest Wylie 
The Anaconda Company 
Ne\'1 Mexico Operations, Uranium Division 
P. 0. Box 638 
Grants, Ne\'t Me xi co 87020 

Dear Mr. ~Jyl ie: 

I want to thank you and your staff for your cooperation in our 
recent examination and discussion of your drilling operations at 
the Jackpile-Paguate t4ine. I nope t'lat our meeting resulted in a 
better understanding of our drilling requirements and their objectives. 

At this time, I would like to further clarify so~e of the matters 
that were discussed and possibly some that were not. 

1. I have discussed tk. Peacock's position on the pumping or fencing 
of the mud pits with r-lr. Czarnowsky. If the 1 i vestock situation 
within the mining leases is, in fact, as explained, Mr. Czarnowsky 
will \"laive the pumping or fencing requirefll' .. :mts provided that written 
permission from a responsible official of the Pueblo of Laguna is 
obtained. \~e will need a copy of such permission for our files. 

2. We discussed the problem of litter, and I agree that there could 
be some improvement in this area while the drilling is in progress. 
Even though the drill sites are policed when the drilling is completed, 
I believe that cleanliness throughout the course of the operations will 
result in a better overall job. 

3. I see no problem with your postponin!J the reclamation of the 
drill sites until the close-spaced drilling is completed. As I 
mentioned before, this is common practice when immediate reclamation 
of the sites would be hampered by ongoing drilling operations. 

4. During our meeting, we discussed the plugging of boreholes in 
the open-pit mining areas. As I stated, I see no need in permanently 
plugging boreholes that will be consumed by the open-pit workings, 
but these holes must be temporarily plugged or capped until such ti1;1e 
as they are removed by the mining. I do believe that boreholes 

POL-EPA01-0006572 



CONFIDENTIAL 

located in areas where open-pit mining is questionable should be 
permanently plugged as soon after completion as possible. 

2 

5. During the meeting, we also discussed the problem of recently­
completed boreholes being covered with dirt by the surface preparations 
for nearby drill sites. This covering of the boreholes is not considered 
to be adequate plugging; therefore, immediate plugging of the boreholes 
is of the utmost importance, and I suggest that much care be taken to 
avoid such problems. 

As I told you, I see no urgency in obtaining the maps to be used in 
the search for older, open boreholes if the search will not begin until 
early 1979. However, it might be wise to find out what maps are 
available for this purpose so that their adequacy can be determined. 
Please notify ~ when you know what maps are available, so .that I can 
discuss them with you. 

Again, thank you for your time and cooperation. If you have any 
questions or problems, please feel free to contact me. 

cc: 
File 
ACF 

DCJones:jeq 6-26-78 

Sincerely yours, 

(ORlG. SGD.) D4i:; C. JC'P:S 

DALE C. JONES 
14i ni ng Engineer 

POL-EPA01-0006573 



CONFIDENTIAL 

r~. Ernest T. ~ylie 
Tne .Anaconda Company 

Conservation Division 
F. o. :&ox 26124 

Albuquerque, Ne~ Y~xico 87125 

!~e;.< Uexieo Operations, Uranium Division 
P. o. Box 63$ 
Crauts, Ne\1 Mexico S7v20 

Dear Hr. 'Wylie: 

1-!.arch 1~ 19 7ti 

During my January 10, 1978, inspection. we discussed the location. and 
abandor • .:nt of older exploration boreholes in undergro.md trluing areas at 
the Jaekplle-Paguate lfinesite. Subsequently~ I have discussed this 
matter 10ith Al Czarnowsky, Area l:!.ining Supervisor~ .and we have agreed ou. 
the following recom:aenda.tious. 

"t:e do not believe that your proposal to abandon the older horeh.oles as 
ti1ey arE: located during the course of your ongoing Grilling operations 
would provide sufficient coverage to insure that all such boreholes are 
located. Instead, ve re<;uest that you conduct a systematic and t!1oroui_:;h 
search for these holes throusnout your ;aining leaseholds. D'ue to the 
somewhat r•strs.ight line" arrangement of !OOSt of the boreholc:s, we cio not 
believe that such a search will be overly time consm:rl.ng or cxpeusive. 
'F'urthermore, during the search, you should record, preferably on rM!lS, 

tne holes located and properly conditioned for abandonment as ~ell as all 
holes found already properly abandoned. 

Proper plugging of the boreholes will be accomplished by fillinz; the hole 
coltr.mS as much as possible with any retnaining drill cuttings and ther~ 
installing concrete plugs from the hole collars co 5 feet subsurface. 
Tne. place.meut of wuut?Cnts or Ullrkers in. t.lte concrete surface plugs to 
designate hole numbers ancl/or locations is optional. After plugging, any 
drill cuttings remaining on me surface should be spread out evenly. any 
open mtd pits should be backfilled and nraded. and any debris and/or litter 
should be clea!.led up and removed frora the site. You should also, 
CSJlecially at sites Yhere excessive grading (cut-and-fill) has occurred, 
do as much as is r.aasonably possiole to prevent or reduce erosion and to 
return the land surface to as near to its original conditiou as possible. 
1"aroughout these abandonment operations, you should be as careful as 
possible to avoid disturbing any veEetation that nas re-established on 
the borehole site$. 
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Since most of the older borehole sites that we have exa:minad have exhibited 
fairly good revegetation by native species, we do not believe that seeding 
of the older sites is necessary, dependine on the amount of disturbance 
created by the aban.d.olll:lent operations. However, we do recommend that you 
consult with the Pueblo of Laguna and the .BIA on this matter, and we would 
appreciate receiving a copy of their co~nts and/or recoNmendations. 

Finally. we would like to have an up-to-date map showing the locations of 
all surface boreholes within your mining leases. One such as Plate 3.1-2, 
"Hap Showing Locations of Surface Drill RolesN (Scale 1 u • 1000') • in your 
comprehensive mining and reclamation plan for the Jackpile-Paguate Minesite 
would be sufficient if it could be provided in a larger scale (111 

• 200' 
would be ideal). On this map, you should also shaw the projected final 
limits of all the open-pit mining operations so that we ean. detem.ine in 
what areas permanent plugging of surface drill holes will not be necessacy. 

Tuauk you very much for your time and cooperation in this matter, and I 
must apologize for being so tardy with this letter. I£ you have any 
cruestions~ please contact me. I wUl be keeping in touch with you so that 
periodic inspections of the abandonments may be scheduled. 

Sincerely yours, 

DALE C. JONES 
Mining Engineer 

cc: T. R. Beck, General H.anager, The Anaconda Company 

Superintendent, Southern Pueblos Agency, BIA 
Governor, Pueblo of Laguna 
Files 

DCJones:csj 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

Conservation Division 
P. 0. Box 26124 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87125 

1-ir. T. R. Beck, General Nanager 
TI1e Anaconda Company 
New Mexico Operations, Uranium Division 
P. 0. Box 638 
Grants, New Mexico 87020 

Dear Hr. Beck: 

February 24, 1978 

We have received your annual mine map for the Jackpile-Paguate mining 
operations. The map is not satisfactory because we cannot determine 
the annual stripping, mining, stockpiling, and waste dumping progress. 
We could possibly determine such progress if we had the ability to use 
this map as an overlay; however, we would rather have a map showing 
th~ annual progress in color. Please submit such a map as soon as 
possible. 

In addition, we did not receive annual mine maps for the underground 
mining operations at the Jackpile-Paguate minesite. These maps should 
also show the annual progress in a color format and should be submitted 
as soon as possible. 

TI1ank you very much for your time and cooperation in this matter. If 
you have any questions regarding the annual mine maps, please feel free 
to contact me. 

cc: Files 

DCJones:csj 

Sincerely yours, 

DALE C. JONES 
~lining Engineer 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

T. R. Beck 
General Manager 
The Anaconda Company 
Box 638 

P. o. Box 1716 
Carlsbad, New Mexico 88220 

May 11, 1977 

Grants, New Mexico 87020 

Dear Ted: 

1. No drill hole location map, mineral:Lzation summaries or 
abandonment notices were submitted for the reported holes. 
Please submit same as soon as possible. 

2. Bole PD-2888 on lease 1 was evidently incomplete at the end 
of the quarter and, therefore, should not have been reported. 
Only boreholes completed during the quarter need be reported. 

3. No electric logs were received for the following holes: 
a. Lease 1: PD-2717, -2754, -2759, ·2760, -2731 

and -2798; and 
b. Lease 4: PD-2798. 

If these logs canuot be obtained, please explain why. 

4. According to tbe electric logs (two identical copies for each 
hole), the boles listed below were reported twice, once for 
each lease. 

PD-2324 
-2673 
-2682 

Please indicate 

PD-2757 
·2781 
-2791 

the appropriate lease for each hole. 
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S. Hole PD-2769 was also reported for each lease and four logs 
(two separate sets of two identical logs) were submitted. 
Please clarify this situation. 

The annual underground mine maps were satisfactory. However, the open­
pit mine map does not show annual minin.g progress, overburden stripping, 
etc., and is being returne4 for completion. Please show the work 
completed during the year in a manner similar to that used on the under­
ground mine maps. Also, in the future, only one copy of each map need 
be submitted. 

Your earliest attention to these corrections and clarifications will 
be appreciated. Should you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact me. Thank you very much for your time and cooperation. 

Sincerely yours, 

,-----., --
c:!;I:>.~t:: ~~ ~ 

Dale c. Jones 
Mining Engineer 

DCJ:cj 

Enclosures 
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Mr. T. R. Beck 
General Manager 
The Anaconda Company 
New Mexico Operations. 
Uranium Division 
P. 0. Box 638 

P. 0. Box 1716 
Carlsbad, New Mexico 88220 

February 2, 1977 

Grants, New Mexico 87020 

Dear Mr. Beck: 

As per our telephone conversation of February 2, 1977, enclosed are 
prospecting permit report forms (Form 9-375) for Laguna Uranium Leases 
1, 4 and 8 for the quarter ending December 31, 1976. Please complete 
these reports and return one copy of each to this office as soon as 
possible. The other copy of each report should be retained for your 
files. 

In the future, these quarterly report forms will be sent to you 
regularly. In addition to the completed reports, it will be necessary 
for you to submit the following: 

1) completed abandonment notices (Form 9-33la, enclosed), 
in duplicate, for each drill hole completed during 
that quarter, 

2) a copy of the gamma ray log for the entire depth of each 
drill hole completed during that quarter, 

3) copies of the lithology logs for any core holes completed 
during the quarter, 

4) a mineralization summary for each completed drill hole 
showing total depth of the hole and the depth, thickness 

and grade of any mineralization encountered, and 

5) a map showing the locations of all completed drill holes. 
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So that we aay update our records, please submit a map or maps showing 
the locations and mineralization encountered of all drill boles 
completed on Leases l, 4 and 8 except those holes that have been mined 
through. 

In order to comply with 25 CFR 177.9, it is necessary for you to submit 
to this office an annual operations report for each lease. I have 
enclosed two copies of the annual report form currently being used by 
most uranium operators, one of which shows what type of information 
should be included in the report. This form is, however, designed 
primarily for exploration activities, and significant modifications may 
be required for mining operations. Therefore, I have also enclosed a 
copy of 25 CFR 177 for your use in preparing these reports. 

Also, in accordance with 25 CFR Part 177 and 30 CFR 231, it is 
necessary for you to submit to the Area Mining Supervisor, for his 
approval, an exploration plan for Lease 8 before any operations can be 
conducted. This plan should conform to our requirements for exploration 
plans, copy enclosed, and I have a1Bo enclosed a sample plan which pro• 
vides an adequate format for such a plan. 

If you have any questions regarding the above report and plan require­
ments, please feel free to contact this office. I think we can prevent 
and/or resolve any problems with adequate communication. Thank you very 
much for your time and cooperation. 

DCJ:cj 

Enclosures 

Sincerely yours, 

Dale C. Jones 
Mining Engineer 

For Acting Area Mining Supervisor 

POL-E PAO 1-0006580 
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